









UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OK INVESTIGATION 



Memphis, Tennessee 
December 4, 1968 




BLACK ORGANIZING PBOJKCT (BOP); 

RACIAL MATTERS; 

STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCIWTIC SOCIETY (SDS)‘ 
INTERNAL SBCUP.IIY - SDS ' 



Re: November 25 apd 20, 1968, DlsruptloD, 

LeMoyne-Oeen College, Me mphis, Tennessee 

Attention is directed to a communication made at 
Memphis, Tennessee, dated Noveml'cr 27, 1968, setting forth 
the fact that a Black Orrranixiot' Project (BOP), also known as 
Invaders, and Students for a D'c*mr.cr.».tlc Society (SDS) coalition 
combined with a select small nuL-.L*cr of LcUoyne-Oeen Collette 
students took over the admlnistrntlon bulldinfr of this college 
on the niprht of November 25, 1968, and on the nomine of 
November 26, 1968, took over two nddltlonal bulldines finally • 
dispersine around 1 p.n., Novemb«r.r 26, 1968, aereelne to give 
the school administration a few days in which to further study 
and attempt to equitably settle a list of student demands for 
improvement on the campus and lor more student participation 
in campus activities. 

Sot forth hereinafter are subsequent developments. 

(A characterization of BOP and a characterization of 
SOS are set forth in the Appendix Section.) 

On November 29, 1968, Lieutenant 
Intellii^ence Bureau, Memphis, Tenne^ssee, Pc^ico , 

advised that at approximately 3:25 p.m, , November 26, 1968, 
after the students, BOP members, and SDS people bad left the 
buildings at LeHoyne-Owen College, Squad Car 51 was called 
to answer a shooting call at Trigg and Mississippi Boulevard 
where it was determined through witnesses that workmen locate<^^j;« 
Just' south of LsMoyne-Owen College had heard what sounded lik§ 
several shots. They looked up and saw three unidenttUled ipiaU 
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Negroes runnlnf; south fros the vicinity of the school 
The workmen saw other male Noprooo runnine behind tha'three 
and these Negroes in turn were carrying shotguns and rifles, 
Soveof the Negroes involved were observed to get into a twol 
tone blue Buick, license AZ-2800, Tennessee, subsequently 
determined to be registered to one j. w, Wadlington of 
1541 Guaaco, for a 1958 Rambler, and not a Buick. 

Davis pointed out that frequently 1 icei«»’^e aie transferred 
from one car to another without tlien bein g so re gistered 
with the Automobile Registration Rtnreau. mHHB stated 
that later about 5;30 p.m. , while i heck area. Officers 

J, C, Kell urn and R, S, Bedford of the Umnphls Police Depurtment 
observed the above^descrlbed Rambler parked on LeUoyne Drive 
across from the college gymnasium. It was unoccupied at the 
tine. They thereafter observed in the car a pamohlet listing 



them,. were they to see them again 
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' stated that elnce these Individuals 

e iivyTLc - - - 



Detective 

did not wish to f lie i^y^ornial complaints with the Police 
Department that for the present no further lnvestl|?at Ion to 
his knomledge was belnp^ conducted by the Memphis Police Deoarti 
relative to this Incident. ^ 



)nt 



Also on December 2, 1968, It »«s ascertained irom 
source one that follow in^^ the November "3 6, 1968, Incident at 
LeMoyne Collef;e when the Invaders hoadt^d by Lance "Sweet Willie 
Wine" Watson left the campus, W&teon wa.*i overheard to state 
"We couldn't let them run us off, it would cost us some support *' 
Watson, along with Lewis Welch of the Invaders, had also told 
of an alleged "shoot-out" at LeMoyne College earlier that day 
stating that three LeMoyne students camo on the campus and 
attacked them with blazing guns in an effort to run them the 
Invaders, off the campus. They stated that they, the Invaders 
returned the fire and ran the studonts off the campus. Watson’ 
and Welch Indicated that John Charles Smith, an Invader and who 
Is currently on parole from the State of California where he 
was charged In Xos Angeles in 1966 with assault with a deadly 
weapon and who Is currently residing with his mother and step, 
father, Mr. and Mrs. John Borden, at 2430 Vollentlne, had 
done most of the shooting at these students with a .22 caliber 
automatic rifle. They stated that another Invader, Robert Lee 
Wilson, also known as •'Cornbread, " residing 139 West Fields 
had shot at the students with a pistol. 

Source one added that Watson was pleased that the 
newspapers In Memphis bad given so much coverage to the 
takeover of the campus and the part played In It by him and 
he particularly was pleased that they had talked about the 
"liberated areas," the buildings which had been taken over 
by the Invaders and their associates. Watson was also 
particularly pleased about the publicity showing the 
Invaders having a black power flag prominently displayed 
on the LeMoyne-Oven cftnpuB« 
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Source one added that It has been reliably 
ascertained that within the past week Invaders Roy Lee Turks 
John Charles Smith, Horace Hall, Maurice Lewis, and one ' 
James K. Griffin have been enga|*lD(r in target practice with 
a ,22 caliber automatic rifle. 

On December 3, 1968, Patent 1 %. a WWIWBftBifpPHW 
advised that the Homicide Bureau ol th»' 

Police Department Is now further Invesl irating the purported 
shooting In the vicinity of the IjS Moyne campus on the afternunx 
of November 26, 1968. 

evening of December 2, 1968, a second source 
advised that on the morning of December 2, 1968, the administra- 
tive staff and faculty coauaittoa ol LeUoyne-Owen College had 
net with the Student Council and had gone over the demands 
made by the students. The sourco advlsod that generally the 
Student Council and the faculty and administration had worked 
out an equitable agreement whereby most of the demands of the 
students were tolng met. This source stated that the administra- 
tion definitely had to refuse two of the demands, namely, 
that tuition be lowered and that public dances be permitted 
to be held on campus. The source pointed out that some of the 
Issues will still remain In a discussion stage adding for 
example that an unlimited use of the school swimming pool 
esnnot be permitted at this time duo to safety oieasures and the 
lack of adequate lifeguards. Required assemblies will be 
abolished. The gymnasium will bo open for students except 
when used by classes or organised teams. There will be more 
black curriculum offered Including student participation in the 
upcoming Conference on African and Afrlca-Amer lean Studies at 
Atlanta University and the development lor additional courses 
to provide for an Inter-dlsclpl Inary minor In African Studies. 
The school will also atteiq>t If possible to establish a 
campus health services. Prices in the cafeteria cannot be 
lowered at this time but efforts will be made to Improve the 
cafeteria food and price structure. 
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Source two stated that some ol the students 
*^11 ®till In all probability boycott the caieterla. 

Also on December 3, 1968, Detective advised 

that he had determined throuRh the Homicide Bureau7 Memphis 
Police Department, that several ol the Invaders had been 
arrested on November 30, 1968, lii 11e»;t»>> by tlisf Mew is 
Police Department. Amonfr these v » r j- s Udsard CrVttin, 
alias jaros Cordosya, llstlnf; hi’.- rcsi<i<! nee as 1057 Walker 
a main Nepro, a^ 19, born Octoh.-r 16. >')49, %ho vas 
arrejted on request ol the Docuic’rt 8qi • 1, boln>. arrested 
around 3:40 p.m. , when Officers W. H. White and A. Hall 
acre cruislnir south on Hernando mirth ol Linden Avenue 
about 3;40 p.m. and observed Gridin ajonp »lth another 
male Nenro walking: south on Itcrrindo. Grill in appeared 
to have a knife stepped on his ri|>l»t lep. Officers stopped 
Crlflln to check to see what he pUiMsessed, at which time 
he started to pull the knife out and he «as placed under 
arrest and transported to headquarters. Tho knife which 
he possessed was a machete with a 14. Inch blade. Also 
found on his possession wre a colored shoath, two rounds 
of ,22 caliber short ammunition and 59 rounds of .22 caliber 
long rifle shells. Griffin told the arrostlnfr officers 
that he had been wearln^r this knife '\ip town all day” and 
that some of Lance "Sweet Wllllo Wine” Watson's associates 
had told him It was all rl|?ht and that tho police had not 
bothered him prior to this tine. 

lie was charged with carrying n dangerous weapon. 

Detect Ive adv Ised that on October 11, 1968, 

Officers S, W, Lathai^^^^u j, u, Shelton observed a blue 
Cadillac with a light green fender at Linden and Hernando 
bearing 1969 California license BKR374 , on which a police 
broadcast was outstanding to be checked on In connection 
with two robberies which had occurred November 29, 1968. 
They also observed approximately ten to fifteen Negroes 
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armed with sticks Roinii: north on Hernando and later 
observed them at Linden and Hornnndo and on close observation 
noted that three of these sale Nep^roes «ere armed with shot- 
puns. They bepan vaviop their sticks and lookinp in the 
direction of the squad car driven hy ttir' above ofttcera and 
one iy?»ale Nepro approached the cl.i 

the iQvad'^rs^ and inqulr<cd about ri- ar'-* ^ 
mide Just prior to this incident. * r Uorv>' 



by SrfMad Car 
lined above. 



l*e AAL'i a oi 

t i.hiirh. lot I bOiiSk 
ndo north of l.lndop 



212. This involved Wv a^rv-^st of Grit tin out. 



At this point, Olli •'f .Shelton ordered the male 
Noprc»os to drop the shotpuns itnd hc*bio unidentified momber of 
the Invaders asked Officer Stu t c n If thn off leers aere lookiup 
lor a confrontation, whereupor oor of the S'lle Neproos told 
the oil leers that he mould have *^tir makt'** him put the shotpun 
down. Later this male Nepro Itlantifled as Horace Hall, 

The other two Neproes with Bhotpiiris were dressed in blue. Joan 
pants and blue -jean type Jacket.^, i^nd tlicy ran south on 
Hernando from Linden Avenue, 01 f lr«t>rs called for help, went 
around the corner and found lour mile Hu proos inciudinp ono 
Robert Webster aroied with a shotpun, and on searchlnp him 
found that he possessed eipht 20 -paupe nhotpun shells and one 
straipht razor. The officers lound Horace Hall to be armed 
with o breech-loadod shotpun and refused to drop the shotpun 
alter boinp ordered to do so by Patrolman Shelton. 

Upon searchinp Horace H^ll, one 12-paupe shotpun 
shell WR8 found in his possossion. The nmle Noproes were 
placed under arrest and the other two in addition to Webster 
and Hall could not positively b?) identitied and were released 
from this location. Hall and Webster mere placed under arrest 
on charpe of invest ipat ion - robbery and also charged with 
carryinp a danporous weapon. 
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At thla point when tlie arrests'es were beitirr 
placed in the squad car, an unldeDl; if led allewed nenber 
of the Invaders walked over to the squad car, at which 
time Robert Webster was beard by the ai’-»Btlnp officers 
to tell this unidentified Neftro to call "Sweet Willie Wine. 




Detective ftatvlse f that 'it rriatlin 

durluf* th > arrest re> Iwcted that ’.Hji h»*' no i<ii«1idU' 

nwD>o, was born July 11, 1949, e» ’ xba-itu-.f at 14?:. Jii 

the rear. 



Detective < thatfi » arrest repc-rt 
lor Rirbort Webster ref iects <!•. rrihlle m>twve and rellect!S 
that he is a male Negro, date *il birth March 25, 1949, shnwltiK liia 
residence 1585 East UcLemcro. 

Detective acld^d tln.t m the evening of November 

30, 1968, at about 8:45 p.m.. Officers E. P, Gillesa and A, T, 
Schmidt assigned to Squad Car 6 ob nerved a I960 white 
Thunderbird bearing Tennessee I J*'‘V<3418 going east on 

Crump Boulevard at Camilla. A hrt>Adcar t had previously been 
put out by the Police Dispatcher to dv'rk on a I960 Thunderbird 
occupied by three male Negroes an.-f upon stopping the car, 
the driver who identified hiav^ell 9.s l>oois Welch, also known 
as Lewis Welch, presented his drivers license and «aa asked 
to Open the trunk and then hesitated sry Lng he did not have 
his trunk key as he had left it at home. Tlic officers asked 
him for his keys. They tried tho trunk with one of the keys, 
the trunk opened, and on checking same they lound a sawed-off 
.22 rifle with a 13-inch barrel, it being a Winchester bolt- 
action, .22 caliber Model No. 67. The rille was loaded and 
Welch further had In his possession 23 long rifle and 10 
short rille, .22 caliber bullets, wlong with two .32 caliber 
bullets. Welch stated that the rifle did not belong to him 
but was unable to describe the party to whom it allegedly 
bel onged. 
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The other occupAnts of the car identified 
thenselvee as Shirley Younp, Ne^ro feeale, addreaH 1311 
McMillon, and Rufus Henderson of 1765 Preston, Telephone 
No. 947-3993. They claised tb^t they hv) only been with 
the defendant approximately one hour and they bad net him 
at the Riviera Club at lllsslsslppi and nichmond. 



Welch ansaered the descrJ»»tf> i> v/1 e male Uuvi^o 
Involved In an Armed person Robbot-y cal |i «hich Car 416 
had previously handled at Linden nn'f Barrando about 4:30 
p.m. , In alilch the subject got arvicb vas arrested 

on suspected robbery. Young and Henderson vere released. 



Detective ad vl^j^d that on October 2 , 1968, 

Robert Webster was r^Toji^d airl Apparently no iumal charpes 
alll be placed against 1 absei>.r.o of additional 

Information. Detective tdvLvod tli<*t James Grllfln 
and Lewis Welch both apiJSSroo J.n Memphis City Court, 

December 2, 1968; vere both held to the State of Tennessee 
(Shelby County Grand Jury) on $'i!5o bond uach on charges 
of "Carrying a -Dangei’ous Weapon"; and ihftt on December 3, 

1968, Horace Hall appeared In Momilils City Court and wSs hold 
to the State of Tennouuee under bund on charges ol 

"Assault to Murder , Common Asseult, and Carrying a Dangerous 
Wen pon . " 

Also on December 3, 1968, source one advised that 
Lance "Sweet Willie Wine" Watson was most angered when he 
learned that some of hie lieutenants, namely, Webster, GrllUn, 
Hall and Woleb, had boen arrested and ctrde the statomont that 
they had no business mossing vlth their firearms out In the 
open and that 'Our Minister ol Defense han got to control these 
guns or 1 am going to take hla position," It being noted by 
source one that Robert Taylor l«i the alleged Minister ol 
Delense. Watson stated "we midc a sho*lng at LeHoyne and 
that was enough. You don't have to walk ttn streets with 
weapons and let everyone know you have them." 
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On December 3, 1968, sources one, t»o and three 
advised that It Is not anticipated at this time that either 
the SDS or the Invaders *111 hove any ellectlve Influence 
over the LeMoyne Colle^^ students and they feel that the 
LeMoyne situation will be worked out Internally between the 
students and faculty. 

On December 2, 1968, information concernincr the 
settlement of the LeMoyne dispute *aa furnished to Mr David 
Papnno of the lllth Military lutolll^nre Corps. Third Army 
Memphis, Tennessee, and to Lieutenant E. H. Arkln, Intelli^nce 
Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department. 




APPENDIX 



Jt 

BTACK O^GANlzrS’G PlilOJSCT (BOP>, 

k:town as Black Organ lz\n^ Powwi*, 
ltro-Aift)r lean Kro-iharhood, 

§;..«ck ritudant Asaoclat lou, 

^■nvMders , 

L^Moyna Intercolleglato Chapio^* o£ tha 
X.'ttiotial AssoclMtxoin for tha A«Jvadaca»^iat 
of Colored Paopla (NAACP), 

City Organizers • 




On April 18, 1968, a fir^t 0 o>irce advised that a 
black power group In Mampbis which has baen in existence for 
eavoral moaths hiss until recently Niun known as Black 
Orgitaiaing Power, It is now known as Black Organizing Project 
(»0?), also known as Black . Organizing Power, with five cells 
or parts, known as (1) Afro*A.iwricaM Brotherhood (AAB) , 
primarily consisting of Owpji College students; (2) Black 
Student A.ssociatlon (BS\), prir^rily consisting of Memphis 
State University (MSU) Megro rtudonts; (3) LeMoyne Inter- 
collegiate Chapter of the UJMxP, consisting of LeMoyne 
College students; (4) the rt;va(fwrfi, consisting mostly of 
high school dropouts; and .(&) the City Organizers, comprised 
of young adults. 

AAB has about 12 Dskbers; BfL4 has about 20 members; 
the Invaders has about 15 numbora; the LeMoyne group has about 
20 nembers] and the City Orga^lzora has about 20 members. 



^ Source one advised that the DO? attempts to create 
pride in black identity, attempts to teach and promote the 
tc-acbicg of Negro history, and to promote black culture and 
obtain more employment for young Negroes. 

The Executive Secretary of BOP is Charles Laverne 

Cabbage. 



On February 16, 1968, Charles Laverne Cabbage 
personally acknowledged being leader of BOP, claiming be 
ie the impetus of black power in Kemphis, Tennessee, and 
that BOP's purpose is to stimulate in the young Negroes a 
sense of black Identity, black pride, and black consciousness. 
He e&ld his group follows the teacblcgs of Student Nonvlolei 
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cciiitnunity into doing so.v.ething ti heiy tho bl&cl: race. 

On February 27, 10G-, n secc^nd cource advised 
that at a public tnoeting on 1 :V>;*uary 23, li36S, tho EOP 
Crairman John Burrell Smith a IJ-^gro audience, •'Uo've 

got to do eome fighting,” ar.d "-.ou'd hotter get sone guns. 
‘.oc'r-H going to need them bolero this is over, you can’t pray 
you:* r/ay out, " 

On' June 6,193C, the L'.econd source advised that EO? 
priiiiarily consists of about l:Z to id young collcgo and high 
school students and school dn-p-ruts, unemployed and not looking 
for \;ork, v/ho ccntinua.'.ly p.-cr.c'i hotrod of the white race 
.ind capitalistic cconor.»lc sy'ti ni and advocating and predicting 
violence by blacks. The ov;*r-::17. plan of EOP, according to 
lcu:c3 two, is to scare the •..'j: , iiis C’ •.i'uuity leaders, both 
bljcl: and v/hite, into foariag h.’.ack r.illtuncy. The ZOP 
lea.isrs then hope to convinio the cc;*„ .unity to fund then as 
SI fcri.i of subtle blaclmaii wherahv EC? can prevent racial 
violence. Source two said that BOP is core interested in 
publicity and money than in direct action, 'cut is nevertheless 
preaching violence in an effort to scare tho coasmnityJ 
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The Studeii-is for £ Dc..ncr::iic T feisty (SD!:), as 
it is Irno.vji today, cams into c'~j:.nr: £-c a loundinc convention 
h2ld ac Pci-t Huron, Michigan, in June, l£o2. The 5DS is an 
association of young poople on the left and has a current 
prograu of protestinn tto draft, nromotinp: a canpaipn for 
j outh to develop £ conscientious oojector s'aa'^us, denouncing 
United Siates intervention in tlic. v.r in Vicstuaio, and to 

"cransf orm" the university co:....;.;nity , and provide 
i Ox Its coiiiplcto control by stude; '<s, Kail, Gens'*ai 

Caere tr.ry, Comiaunist Party, USA, vhen irterv lowed by a 
rupi'sacntr.tiv© of United Press Inturnational in San Francisco 
cal if cm id, on iiay 1C, 1965, de scribed thr SDS as a part of the 
rospcnsiblo left" which the Ptrty has "going for us." At 
tho June, 1965, SOS National Convention, an anticooKunist 
proviso was rowoved frou the SDS censtitu: ion. In tho 
October 7, 19G6, issue of *Tiow Loft Notes," the official 
publication of SDS, an SDS sno;:esDan ctitod that there ere 
core coKiaun ists In SDS and tiioy aro welcoiv.e. The national 
hoadejunrters of this organisation r.c of July 24, 1968, was 

Illln'^i Madison Street, Chicago, 
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All sources (except any listed beloa) whose identities 
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